World Smile Day
Raising Awareness of Child Homelessness and Human Trafficking

Request for Donation

Friday, October 7th, 2022
6:00 PM: BBQ & Day Party
USF Marshall Student Center Plaza (Outdoors)
4103 USF Cedar Cir, Tampa, FL 33620
7:00 PM: Never Had a Friend Show
Theatre 1 at USF Tampa Campus (Indoors)
3839 USF Holly Drive Theatre 1, Tampa, FL 33620
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Executive Summary
A diverse coalition of students, professionals, local artists, key stakeholders, and
community partners are joining together to produce WORLD SMILE DAY, an event to
raise awareness of child homelessness and human trafficking. The event includes FREE
BBQ, a day party, music, giveaways, special guests, and a performance titled Never Had
a Friend. The event promotes the power of art and positive relationships to foster healing.

The specific aims are to 1) foster support for the 2.5 million children who experience
homelessness in the U.S. each year; 2) promote art as a method to help folks heal from
traumatic experiences and empower marginalized voices; and 3) create a festive
demonstration of unity and support for survivors and their families.
“Those who are happiest are those who do the most for others.”
-Booker T. Washington

The Ask
Please support us with an organizational partnership and make a donation. Every
donation is essential to help us keep the event free and open to the public.
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Significance
Child Homelessness
According to the National Center on Family Homelessness, there are 2.5 million homeless
children in the U.S. each year (See Figure 1). Homelessness is associated with poor
health and negative life outcomes. Homeless children have a higher risk for trauma,
trafficking, addiction, incarceration, sexual abuse, and other horrific experiences. Data
indicates that there may be a child who experienced homelessness in every Florida
classroom. Most people are not aware of these facts or how these youth live. From A
Raisin in the Sun to Hamilton, theatre can enhance public knowledge and foster social
change. WORLD SMILE DAY will be a festive and creative way to raise awareness
and demonstrate support for survivors and their families.

Figure 1. Statistics from the National Center on Family Homelessness

“I have found that among its other benefits, giving liberates the soul of the giver.”
-Maya Angelou
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Family Homelessness
Data from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development indicate that there
has been an increase in the number of homeless families with children who do not have
any shelter (See Figure 2). Many individuals experiencing homelessness are unsheltered,
and these data may be underestimated.

Figure 2. Statistics from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development

“The unselfish effort to bring cheer to others will be the beginning of a happier life for
ourselves.
-Helen Keller
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Arts in Public Health
According to Creating Healthy Communities, art improves public health in five key areas:
collective trauma, discrimination, mental health, social exclusion/isolation, and chronic
disease. Compelling research has demonstrated the health benefits of storytelling and
drama therapy, including helping to address the psychological and physiological effects
of trauma and homelessness. The performance is an innovative and effective way to
address collective trauma and harm across racial/ethnic and socioeconomic backgrounds
(Burns et al., 2018; Potash, Kalmanowitz, Fung, Anand, & Miller, 2020; Samadi, Shirazi,
& Sadegh Esfehani, 2019; Stuckey & Nobel, 2010).

Figure 3. Framework by the Center for Arts in Medicine at the University of Florida
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The Rally
On Friday, October 7th, at 6:00 PM, the rally begins! The event will feature delicious BBQ,
live music by DJ Blue, special guests, giveaways, and many resources to support
wellness on our campus and in our community. The event is FREE and open to the public,
so everyone is invited!

The Performance
A traumatized eleven-year-old child is startled from sleep by gunshots, triggering a period
of sporadic interstate travels to various homeless shelters. He eventually lands in the
worst homeless shelter in New York City, surrounded by danger and social disadvantage.
How does this child survive to become a college professor? In the slums, he discovers
the phenomenal power of art, compassion, and human connection. He finds faith, joy,
purpose, and friendship. The show takes viewers on a fantastic journey, featuring over a
dozen characters. The piece integrates multiple types of performance art, including
lecture, drama, comedy, poetry, and storytelling. It leverages sound, score, foley, props,
and costumes to create an immersive encounter. Never had a Friend has been called a
“transformative experience.” The space will be filled with laughter, tears, terror, joy, and
a sense of humanity.

Impact
Immediate
WORLD SMILE DAY will foster awareness of child homelessness by hosting 500
attendees and executing an awareness campaign that reaches 5,000 individuals. In
addition, the performance will promote the capacity to build resilience through storytelling
and drama.

Intermediate
This effort intentionally encourages individuals and organizations to make a long-term
commitment to supporting underserved children.

Long-term
By promoting arts in public health on a large scale, we can help empower to leverage
music, drama, and storytelling to cope with homelessness, trauma, displacement, and
other adversities.
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The Ask
Dear Partner: We invite you to co-sponsor this amazing event and make a donation.
All presidents and active members, please click here: https://tinyurl.com/4ky3mj2a
Homelessness is one of the most traumatic and harmful experiences, especially for
children. Most Americans are unaware that many children in their communities are
homeless, living in cars, motels, dilapidated buildings, abandoned houses, or underresourced shelters. You can help raise awareness for the 2.5 million children that
experience homelessness in the US and the poor conditions of under-resourced
homeless shelters. We need your help to bring the healing magic of theatre to individuals
who experienced trauma or poverty. Scientific research has demonstrated the health
benefits of theatre, including helping folks manage trauma, dementia, Alzheimer’s
disease, infertility, and general health (Burns et al., 2018; Potash et al., 2020; Samadi et
al., 2019; Stuckey & Nobel, 2010).

The Creator
Dr. Micah E. Johnson is a professor, author, scientist, humanitarian, and award-winning
performance artist. Dr. Johnson is a sociologist trained in criminology and psychiatric
epidemiology. His research and creative works focus on childhood trauma, behavioral
health, and social justice. Dr. Johnson was awarded nearly three million dollars in
research grants by the National Institutes of Health. His research was cited by the New
York Times, Senator Bernie Sanders, Charlamagne Tha God, and others. Never Had a
Friend is a multi-medium collection of artistic works featuring a one-person theatre show,
a picture book, an audio play, a TEDx talk, and a novel. The Never Had a Friend collection
helps destigmatize mental health, fosters compassion for homeless children, and
illuminates the remarkable capacity for friendship to promote resilience. The Never Had
a Friend picture book debuted as the #1 new release in the poverty category on Amazon.
Within six months, the Never Had a Friend TEDx Talk became one of the most viewed
TEDxUF talks in history. Dr. Johnson also co-authored the Little Book of Police Youth
Dialogue: A Restorative Path Toward Justice, which is a leading resource for conducting
dialogues between police officers and minoritized youth. Dr. Johnson is also a pioneer of
restorative justice, serving in the state and federal court system as an expert witness,
leveraging the science of trauma and social disadvantage to empower the justice system
to make informed decisions.
“There can be no greater gift than that of giving one’s time and energy to help others
without expecting anything in return.”
-Nelson Mandela
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Key Personnel
World Smile Day
Creator/Producer:
Co-Producer:
Co-Producer:
Intern/Volunteer Coordinator:
Volunteer/Marketing:

Micah E. Johnson
Amanda Corbin
Chad Davis
Taryn Whitman
Valentina Lopera

Never Had a Friend Theatre Show
Stage Director:
Art Director:
Cinematography:
Photography:
Co-Producer:
Assistant Director:
Music:
Playwright/Producer/Performer:

Bob Devin Jones,
Carla Bristol and Janet Erlik
Nicole Philip
Regina Rached
Chad Davis
Erica Sutherlin
Nathaniel Wolkstein and Micah E. Johnson
Micah E. Johnson

Key Partners
Bays, Inc.
USF School of Theatre and Dance
USF Human Trafficking in America Taskforce
USF Black Student Union
UF Office of Graduate Diversity Initiatives
UF Center for Arts in Medicine
DMJ Media, LLC
Ministry Event Marketing, Tampa, Florida
UF Center for Arts, Migration, and Entrepreneurship

More From Micah E. Johnson
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Resources
Volunteer Registration:
https://tinyurl.com/4ky3mj2a

RSVP:
Eventbrite: https://tinyurl.com/47cfkcuj
Facebook: https://tinyurl.com/3u9fhmyf
Bulls Connect: https://tinyurl.com/3f4rwz86
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